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Peer Justice Program
In 1999, Juvenile Court Services, local police chiefs, and YSB

developed Peer Justice, a court process for teens. Law enforcement
officers refer teens who have committed a status offense,
misdemeanor or non-violent felony. Last year the program served
over 200 teen offenders.

Teens who have their case heard in Peer Justice stipulate to
the offense and waive their right to a hearing before a judge. This
agreement allows the teen to avoid a court record and the costs and
fines associated with a hearing. Respondents also agree to attend a
sentencing hearing before a jury of teen volunteers. During a hearing,
the teen jury is sworn in and the jurors promise to protect the privacy of
the respondent. The jury is then given the opportunity to question the
respondent extensively, not just about the offense and its
consequences but about the respondent's general behavior at home,
school and in the community.

Tim Cornel is

Over 50 teen volunteers helped in the Peer Justice Program last year. One of them was Tim
Cornel is. Tim, the son of William and Mary Cornelis, will be a Senior at Alleman High School. He was
kind enough to write about his experiences as a volunteer.

During high school, I have participated in many differentlt volunteer projects. However, I feel I
have learned the most volunteering with the Peer Justice Program, I chose Peer Justice for my junior
year service project at AI/eman High School because I have always been interested in law, and saw it as
an opportunity to learn more about the judicial system. What I gained from serving on the Peer Justice
jury, however, was a realization about the tough decisions and conflicts faced by teens in our community
every day.

Peer Justice taught me to be a good interviewer, to realize that seemingly simple cases often
held a deeper, underlying issue. It was never enough for me to a respondent had explained what had
happened when they committed their crime, I wanted to know why. What led them to that point? I also
discovered anyone can make poor decisions. While many teen offenders have a troubled home life,
there are just as many with supportive parents and a safe environment at home. So what drove them to
make such regrettable choices?

Most often they were negatively influenced by the people with whom they chose to surround
themselves. I always tried to ask questions that would help the respondents understand the
consequences caused by their unfortunate choice in friends. I hoped this would make them realize the
importance of having positive minded people around them. By posing developed questions, the other
jurors and I were able to better understand each individual's situation so we could determine the most
constructive sentence possible.

Volunteering for Peer Justice helped me to gain a new perspective on our community. I had no
idea how many area teens were struggling to make good choices. However, I also had no idea how
many people are at work, trying to make sure they do. It's obvious that the Youth Service Bureau is
doing aI/ they can to help our community's youth, and the Peer Justice Program is a way to give them a
second chance at success.



Thank you to all our Sponsors, Donors, and Outing Participants for making the
2010 YSB" Whitey Verstraete Memorial Golf Outing a huge success!!
Our May l~ Event at Indian Bluff raised nearly $9000 to help IL Quad City Area
youth and their families with counseling and delinquency prevention services.
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BUSINESS SYSTEMS

South Moline Township

Ben McAdams and
Lois Larson McAdams

Phil Banaszek, YSB Board &
RI County Board Member

Tim Bell, Senior Youth Service Bureau
Board Member

R. W. "Skip" Bishop, YSB (Retired)

Mike and Marty Meersman

John C. Sample, Blackhawk Family Therapy

The Verstraete Family

DHCU Community Credit Union

East Moline Police Benevolent & Protective
Association Unit 1

Zach Fox, Country Financial

Silvis Police Association

Rafferty Funeral Home, LLC

Thomas Hammar, CPA

Heritage Landscape Design

JOHN DEERE

Gary and Nancy Ingelson

Mike Kessel, Mel Foster Insurance

Charlene and Bruce Lyon

Dr. James Millman, Riverside Dentistry

Chief Victor Moreno, East Moline Police
Department

Jodi Plagenz, Youth Service Bureau
Board Member

Quad City Bank & Trust

Stichter Construction Company

Jeff Terronez, Rock Island County
State's Attorney

Jason M. Fox

Bobby Schilling

Ann and Tom Showalter

IL-IA Center for Independent Living

Maureen Riggs

Theresa Bowman

Aaron Krueger. Pinnacle Country Club

Indian Bluff Golf Course

I.H. Mississippi Valley Credit Union

Rock Island Parks & Recreation Oept.



Charitable Contributions

The Youth Service Bureau of Rock Island County relies on the support of individuals, businesses, foundations and
community organizations. Every gift, no matter the size, helps children and families in Rock Island County. The
YSB would like to recognize the following donors who have contributed to our organization the past few months.
Thank you for everything you have done to make our services possible.

Doris and Victor Day Foundation Stephen and Marilyn Hall

Steve and Jessie Brockway Sandra Kalman

Mr. and Mrs. V.J. Mayberry
in honor of Mia Mayberry

Elias Heck

Katherine Brockelhurst

William and Sharon Babcock
in memory of David Dailey

Susan Collins

Jay and Stephanie DeVrieze
Esta and Franz Helpenstell

Greg and Connie Dykema
The following donations were received

in memory of Mrs. Barbara Bell: Wallie and Rosie Erickson

Mrs. Alan Hallene. Sr. Mary and George Foster

Ms. Judith Carls Theodore Grevas. Jr.

Judge & Mrs. Mike Meersman
Luray M. Kendall

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Wendt
Mary Fara Lewis

Mr.and Mrs. Dick Parsons
Pat and Jerry Mason

Mr. Patrick Lind
Bob and Diann Moore

Mr. and Mrs. J. Hunt Harris
Joe and Georgia Moreno

Clarence and Lili Darrow
Brian and Karen Ott

Judge and Mrs. John Bell
Bob, Nadyne & Tim Stockhecke

Kathleen Medhus Keith and Deb Taber

John and Diane Slover Elizabeth Tanaka

SAVE THE DAlE!!

MQrk !Jour cQlendQr for the
Second AnnUQI J;wwn!j ApplemQn Memor;QI plQ!j I>Q!j

Qt Modern Woodmen PQrk

ScrturdQ!j' September nih, z.OtO 8:00 Q.m. to 8:00 p.m.

All Aaes Welcome to Come and Enjoy a Day of Marathon Baseball and Softballl
Boys, Girls, Men, Women & Co-ed Teams are invited to come and play ball on
the field at Modern Woodmen Park!! Teams will be paired with other similar teams for a
one-hour time slot. This is a great opportunity to enjoy playing "like the pros" in a family atmosphere for fun and
lasting memories!



Please consider making a donation by printing this contribution form and mailing
your tax-deductible gift to the YSB at 4709 44 St., Suite 5, Rock Island, IL 61201.
Donations may also be made via our website at www.ysbri.com Thank You.

~-------------------------------------------------,Name _

Address _

Phone _

I would like to donate: 0 $25 0 $50 0 $75 0 $100 0 Other Amount $ ----------
__ I would like to donate anonymously

This is a joint gift from myself and _
This donation is in memory of _
This donation is in honor of -----------------------------------------
I would like my donation to help fund

D Individual and Family Therapy Program
o Prevention Attention Quick (PAQ) Program
o Peer Justice (Teen Court) Program
D General Donation

o I would like to be a fund raising volunteer. Please contact me at the number listed
above.

Staff Governing Board

Paul Schmitt, Chairman
Victor Morenol Vice Chairman
Tim BellI Secretary/Treasurer

Phil Banaszek
Trevor Fisk
Gary Ingelson
Julie McHard

Mike Meersman
Jodi Plagenz
Kevin Rafferty
Amy Thon

Rick Ryckeghem
Terry Taylor

Scott Verstraete

Richard Connor, Executive Director
Bobbie Fox, Office Administrator
Dale Guebert, Clinical Supervisor

Charlene Lyon, Quality Assurance Secretary
Tiffany Clark, Delinquency Prevention Program Coord.

Erin McCallisterl Opt. Ed. Therapist
Gustavo Iimenez, Bilingual Family Therapist

Johnnie Woods, Family Therapist
Casey Stichter, Family Therapist
Lori Luna, Family Therapist

Ron Martinez, Family Therapist
Stacy Hayes Kane, Family Therapist

Rebecca Valladares, Intern

YOUTH SERVICE BUREAU PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT.


